
Upcoming Events In 2016 
 

New Year’s Fun Fly 
January 1, Garry Point Park 
 
February Fun Fly 
February 14, Garry Point Park 
 
March Fun Fly  
March 13, Ambleside Park, West Vancouver 
 
April Fun Fly 
April 10, Garry Point Park, Richmond 
  
May Fun Fly 
May 8, Garry Point Park, Richmond 
 
2nd Annual Victoria Kite Festival 
May 20 - 22, Victoria BC 
 
Pacific Rim Kite Festival 
June 11 - 12, Vanier Park, Vancouver 
 
Canada Day Fun Fly 
July 1, Garry Point Park, Richmond 
 
Parksville Kite Festival 
July, 16 - 17, Parksville, BC 
 
August Fun Fly 
August 14, Garry Point Park, Richmond 
 
September Fun Fly 
September 11, Blackie Spit, Crescent Beach  
 
One Sky One World 
October 9, Vanier Park, Vancouver 
  
Remembrance Day Fun Fly 
November 11, Garry Point Park, Richmond   
 
BCKA Christmas Party 
December 4 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
  
Greetings Kite Flyers! 
 
Another year of kite flying is winding down; 
and with it we’ve had our Annual General 
Meeting. This year’s meeting was very well 
attended. Thirteen members gave their 
input regarding various Club events and 
projects. Our new Executive was voted in 
for the calendar year 2015/2016. The 
Executive will remain mostly the same, 
except we welcome on board our new Vice 
President Nigel Spaxman, and our new 
Windsox Editor, Sari Becker.  
 
Our membership is strong and growing 
with a total of twenty-four new members 
signing up this year.  
 
I will continue in my role as President and I 
look forward to working with this friendly 
and dependable group of people in the 
coming year. I would be happy to hear 
from anyone who may have ideas or input 
to contribute to the Club’s events and well- 
being. 
 
Yours sincerely, Cathie Jung 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES IN 2016 
  
Last year, Club membership fees were 
waived, in hopes of increasing membership.   
This decision was positive, in that the Club 
gained 24 members. New members mean 
fresh ideas, potential sponsorship money, 
and connections made in the community.  
 
You may wonder what it costs to run our 
Club…what kind of expenses do we incur 
throughout the year…and how much 
revenue do we bring in annually?  
 
Revenue brought into the Club is mostly 
through kite making workshops in schools 
and at festivals. One must remember that 
we are a non-profit association. 
 
Without giving you a full expense report, 
some of the Club’s operating costs include: 
Insurance and mailbox fees, lawyer 
conveyancing and storage locker fees, and 
meeting room rentals. Festival related costs 
include: park permits, sled kite making 
supplies, toilets, invited guests, parking and 
lunches for volunteers and advertising.  
 
The Executive decided that this year, 
membership into the Club would be by 
donation.  
 
So when you decide to re-new your 
membership into the BCKA, please 
consider the above operating costs. 
Consider the enjoyment you get from 
attending the various festivals put on by our 
most dedicated members. But most 
importantly, please consider the value you 
get from belonging to a group of like-minded 
people, who share a passion for kite making 
and flying.  
 
Yours sincerely, The Executive 
 

CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Sunday December 6th at 4:30 pm 
ABC Country Restaurant 
3580 #3 Road, Richmond 

 
Come celebrate the season and meet 
up with fellow kite flyers at our annual 
Christmas dinner. Join in the fun for 
your chance to participate in the raffle 
prizes and 50:50 draw.  
 
If you would like to participate in the gift 
exchange, please bring a wrapped gift 
approximately $20 in value.  
 
Help support the Vancouver Food Bank 
by bringing a non-perishable food item 
to the dinner  
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OBSERVATIONS ON KITES & 
FLYING FROM NEW MEMBERS - 
RYAN & SHARON HILL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUN FLY WITH EGAN DAVIS, 
VANIER PARK, VANCOUVER 

Somewhere just prior to the turn of the century, I was exploring the 
Oregon Coast with my soon-to-be wife, Sharon.  We were fortunate 
to discover the quaint little town of Cannon Beach that immediately 
became a getaway that we've enjoyed regularly for years. 

On those beaches, we discovered the wonderful world of kiting.  
Daily we were entertained by colorful single lines, dancing dual 
lines, and the thrill seeking power kiters, buggies, sand, and surf.   
We found several great kite shops in the area with some very 
knowledgeable people, who, for the most part, were happy to 
answer the plethora of questions I kept coming up with.  At the time, 
I especially became fascinated with the dual line stunt kites.   

As a beginner, and not knowing if I could fly it at all, I purchased my 
first Stunt kite, an Alpha +.   A lot of fun, but it needed a fair bit of 
wind, I found.   Sharon, not wanting to be left out, then purchased 
her own Alpha, in very pretty pink and purple.  Later, an older 
gentleman, who was to become my best friend, also bought one.  
My stepson had been given a "slash," a speedy little fun kite ad my 
father had also acquired a beginner stunt kite somewhere along his 
retirement motorhome journeys.  With these, a collection as born! 

I remember all of us heading down to Vanier Park one cooler spring 
day, and as we desperately tried to sail these birds upon the cloud 
spotted blue sky, as we had seen so many others do so effortlessly, 
we all began to understand better, our respective eighth grade 
teachers, and the lessons they imparted to us on the laws of 
gravity.  Thankful the park was almost empty, saving us some 
embarrassment as we made several "walk of shames" to put our 
kites upright in preparation for another pitiful attempt at flight, we 
were joined by a weathered and leathery older man who sported an 
ear to ear smile and an infectious chuckle.  He reminded me of a 
character out of a Louis L ‘Amour novel.  I had admired this 
gentleman's skill and grace with a trio of kites in this very park 
before, but this was my official introduction to the legendary Ray 
Bethel. With patience, Ray adjusted my dad's bridle and showed 
him his kite would fly fine now. He then asked to fly my stepson's 
kite, and once it was airborne, had him duck under and come up 
between his arms and rest his hands on his to feel the movement of 
his kite on the wind. 

I can never thank Ray enough for his gift of time, and the spark he 
ignited, that has remained an enjoyment to this day.  

 

…Story continued on the next page 



Joe Hadzicki, Sharon Hill, 
 Lolly Hadzicki-Ryno,  

Ryan Hill, David Hadzicki 

      
 

OBSERVATIONS ON KITES & FLYING FROM  
NEW MEMBERS - RYAN & SHARON HILL 
 
With interest growing in the world of kiting, we attended a kite festival at the same park a couple months later.  We somehow 
met an extremely colourful woman who encouraged us to join the BCKA and a friendship with Dianne O'Brien was begun. It is 
the ambassadorship for the sport of kiting from people like Dianne that has also encouraged us to remain involved with kiting, 
if mostly for our own wellbeing, and not for the competitive aspects. Through her encouragement, we met people like Jeremy 
Perceval, who helped me with learning the art of necessary repairs as we were starting out. Gratefully, those lessons are not 
as needed anymore!!    
 
We have spent years obtaining a nice collection of stunt kites, (Alphas, Beatles, No-wind Breeze, Prism Quantum, and my 
latest, a Prism Zephyr), several single lines, (butterfly, EOS, Dragons, boxes), and now we've also taken the step into quad 
lines!  As much as it's nice to share the types of kites, upon reflection, it is the people we’ve had the opportunity to meet that 
have remained a true joy 
 
It seems there has been a reduction in kite shops that we used to visit and thus, a limited number of opportunities to obtain 
quality information regarding materials, skills, accessories, etc. Just recently, we visited the Prism factory and met people there 
that spent time answering our questions and sharing their knowledge that was an absolute treat! On a very recent trip to San 
Diego, we stopped by a small kite shop, and shared stories for a couple hours with a gentleman who's been in kiting for 
decades. Very interesting to hear his version of how things have changed over the years and his experiences!  Our next 
excursion was out to the suburb of Poway, California, to visit the Revolution factory.  Our first day was spent with Lolly 
Hadzicki-Ryno and David Hadzicki. We felt welcome from the moment we walked in the door!  I was dazzled with the time, 
patience, and enthusiasm they had, especially considering our inexperience. Lolly spent hours setting up all different designs 
of their kites while David took my wife and was explaining aspects of flying the Revs. We were attracted to one kite in 
particular, and found out that design was to be released in 2016. The next day we returned to meet Joe Hadzicki and we were 
honoured by receiving a Rev flying simulator that we would be happy to share with the BCKA, especially if it sparks an interest 
in kiting newbies! 
 
We were excited this summer to share some of our kites with friends of ours, who have become members in the BCKA, and 
have involved their whole family!  I was delighted to watch their enjoyment in this new activity, and to know that they all felt the 
therapeutic benefits as well!  My point, as long winded as it was, is to thank those of you who have helped those of us who 
were inexperienced, and encourage everyone to be ambassadors to this wonderful hobby and know that you can have an 
amazing impact on others by lending a moment of aid and a friendly welcome to those you meet on the flying field! 
 
Happy flying, everyone! 
 
Ryan & Sharon Hill 
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MINIATURE KITE FLYING AT MY DAUGHTER’S WEDDING! 
Story By: Mario Di Lucca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesley Kerr (Photo credits - Dan Kurahashi) 

This summer, I made special miniature indoor kites to celebrate the wedding of my  
daughter, Andrea, and her fiancé, Patrick. The plan was to have everyone at the  
reception hall fly the kites to surprise the newlyweds upon their arrival.  Before this 
I provided a brief introduction to the audience and demonstrated how to fly the kites  
for their maiden flight.  The event was a total success and 173 attendees successfully 
flew the kites to the song 'Fly Me To the Moon' played by the Bob Watts jazz trio and 
a singer, Diane Pancel. The newlyweds, Andrea and Patrick, were very happy and  
surprised to have such an amazing and memorable welcome. The evening was off to  
a flying start! 
 
Miniature kites have been around the world for a long time. In India kites were flown by lovers to convey messages 
to each other.  In China these kites are made to symbolize dreams and problems and are flown to help resolve 
them.  In Japan miniature kites are flown as wishes on the New Year and the string is cut so wishes may come true.  
These kites are made of relatively delicate and very light materials to fly in indoor locations. They can be flown 
outdoors but only in the lightest of winds. 
 
I built these kites using the following materials:  tissue paper sprayed with gold glitter spray, thin bamboo spars for 
spines, 20 lb. fishing line for spreaders, tinsel for tails, floss cardboard bobbins for winders, common sewing thread 
for strings, 12” bamboo sticks for wands, 8 oz. plastic food container for storage, tacky glue, scotch tape, a rubber 
stump with their names in white ink, and a lot of time and patience. 
 
I would like to acknowledge and thank Dianne O’Brien for her help and tips about miniature kite making.  She is a 
renowned expert on this art.  Also I would like to give special thanks to Jim Martin from Charlotte, North Carolina for 
giving me the kite prototype at the last Lincoln City Summer Kite Festival. The original design was based on Charles 
Sotich’s Cocktail Napkin Kite 
 
Given the success and fun of this project my plan is to submit a request to the Guinness World Records for the 
most indoor kites flown by individuals in a windless indoor kite-flying event.  I will let you all know if this dream 
comes true in the next Windsox newsletter! 
 
 
 
 



AS SEEN IN THE GLOBE… 
THE GLOBE AND MAIL - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2015  
 

When Dianne O’Brien teaches workshops on how to fly a kite, most students get the basics in about 
10 minutes. “None of it is difficult,” says O’Brien, who oversees workshops for the British Columbia 
Kitefliers Association. But there is a common mistake that, if you know it, you can take care to avoid, 
and thereby stay in the air longer, she says. First, however, consider a few basics. 

Find an open space, for one, since all kinds of things can affect air flow. Trees and even people can 
create what avid kite flyers call “junk wind,” O’Brien says. 

Once you’ve launched the kite, pay attention to its nose, or its most forward point. “Don’t even bother 
looking at the rest of the kite. Where the nose is pointed, that’s the direction it’s going to go.” Most 
newbies figure out basics such as these quickly enough. But many also think that when a kite is in the 
air, it doesn’t matter where you move it. Really, though, it needs to be in the zone – although O’Brien 
has a different term. “I always tell people to check out where is what we call the ‘wind window.’ ” How? 
First, fly the kite to the right. “Once the kite automatically slows down, that’s the right edge of the 
window, ”O’Brien says. Then, do the same on the left side. Somewhere in between those two points is 
the “power zone.” “Don’t fly your kite further than that because there’s no wind there.”  

Summer is almost over. Go fly a kite.  – Dave McGinn 
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A NOTE ABOUT OUR 
YOUNGEST MEMBER, 
BRIAN  
 
You may have read about our 
youngest member, Brian, in last 
summer’s edition of the Windsox. 
He has been busy with other 
activities and only made it out to 
Garry Point Park to fly kites once 
in a while. However, his mom 
Ada writes: “it's always a 
pleasure to see Dianne, Gerald, 
Cal, David, the "sisters" and 
other friends around, showing us 
how to fly, giving much support 
and encouragement. There are 
always chuckles around different 
topics. To mingle with a group of 
kite flyers is awesome. And to 
stand in the open field to feel the 
wind, see the blue sky and green 
grass makes it a relaxed and 
enjoyable afternoon” 
  
Mom also reported that “the 
Pacific Rim festival was so much 
fun also. The day was beautiful 
and windy and Brian flew his kite 
easily. There were different 
activities for kids to participate in.  
She really appreciated seeing the 
club organize different activities 
for the kids and enjoyed very 
much seeing the kite fliers flying 
the four line kites together”.    
  
“Thank you for including us in the 
kite flying events. We are grateful 
to be a member of the Club”  
 
Sincerely, Ada 



Remembrance Day Kite Fly 
November 11th 
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STEVE BROWN UNFURLS 
HIS GIANT OCTOPUS KITE 

ON NOVEMBER 11TH  

FALL 2015 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.BCKA.BC.CA Page 9 



  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Dan Kurahashi’ s Block 
Print Edo Workshop 
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2015 – 2016  
EXECUTIVE 
 
PRESIDENT:  
CATHIE JUNG PRES@BCKA.BC.CA 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
NIGEL SPAXMAN NIGELSPAXMAN@GMAIL.COM 
 
TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  
JOANNE LORD TREASURER@BCKA.BC.CA 
 
SECRETARY: 
LESLIE KERR LESLIE.KERRLEW@GMAIL.COM 
 
WORKSHOP COORDINATOR:  
DIANNE O’BRIEN WORKSHOPS@BCKA.BC.CA 
 
WINDSOX EDITOR:  
SARI BECKER WAKECHICK77@HOTMAIL.COM  
 
WEBMASTER:  
DAVID HATHAWAYWEBMASTER@BCKA.BC.CA 
 
GENERAL INQUIRIES:  
INFO@BCKA.BC.CA 
 
MAILBOX: 
BOX 755 #101 – 1001 WEST BROADWAY, 
VANCOUVER, BC, V6H 4E4 

ODDS & ENDS… 

BCKA WEBSITE 
Help keep our website up to 
date. If you notice an error or 
omission, kindly notify Dave for 
some speedy repairs.  
 
For submissions, please use: 
webmaster@bcka.bc.ca 
 

FALL 2015 


