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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  
  

Greetings members old and new! The 
spring and summer season has been a 
busy and exciting one for many of us.  
 

Kite flying in Vancouver was brought in 
with a blaze of colourful pink and white 
cherry blossoms in the month of March. 
Members took part in the Cherry Blossom 
Festival sponsored by Van Dusen 
Gardens; spear headed by our very own 
Master Gardener and kite maker,  
Egan Davis. 
 

Several of our members headed over to 
Victoria in May to attend the 2nd Annual 
Victoria Kite Festival held at Clover Point.  
 

June was an important month for the Club 
as it celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the 
Pacific Rim Kite Festival held in Vanier 
Park. This festival was a huge success! 

 
CHERRY BLOSSOMS RING IN THE  

SPRING KITE FLYING SEASON! 

Many kite making workshops were held in and around the lower mainland and the Club was invited up 
to Whistler by the Whistler Arts Council for a weekend of kite making in the village.  
 

The 10th Annual Lions Club kite festival was held in Parksville in July. Several members attended this 
family friendly weekend of flying and a delicious BBQ supper graciously hosted by Wayne and 
Jennifer Pattison.  
 

As membership fees were waived this year, many new members were brought in to the Club thanks in 
part to the gentle persuasion of Dianne OôBrien, our always enthusiastic Club spokesperson.  
 
Sunny skies and gentle winds prevailed for most of the summer in Vancouver, allowing members to 
dust off their old favorites, or try out new kite creations. 
 

I hope that everyone has had an enjoyable season of flying. Iôd like to thank all of our members who 
took part in various kite festivals, workshops and events. Feedback from community members has 
been very positive. Your energy and enthusiasm in the Club is very much appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely, Cathie Jung 
 
 
  



Egan wows the crowd with his  
hot pink Rev kite 

  

The Club does a promo for the 
Pacific Rim Kite Festival 
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The uber enthusiastic  
Egan Davis! 

Cathie Jung and Dianne OôBrien lead the 
sled kite making workshop 

 at the Roundhouse  

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL -   
ROUNDHOUSE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, VANCOUVER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUN FLY WITH EGAN DAVIS, 
VANIER PARK, VANCOUVER 



50 HOT PINK EDDYôS  
ADORN THE SKY 

    

  

As part of the Van Dusen Garden 
Cherry Blossom Festival, Egan Davis 
and his crew of kite makers scheduled 
a fun fly in Vanier Park.  
 
Egan had a dream of flying 50 hot pink 
eddy kites in mass ascension.  
 
Volunteers attending the event helped 
him realize that dream.  
 
The fun fly was a huge success.  
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CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL  
FUN FLY AT VANIER PARK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUN FLY WITH EGAN DAVIS, 
VANIER PARK, VANCOUVER 



DEDICATED 
VOLUNTEERS 

LOCAL 
BURNABY 

RESIDENTS 
ENJOY THE  
SLED KITE 
 MAKING 

WORKSHOP 
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RHODO FEST - DEER LAKE PARK 
BURNABY -   MAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUN FLY WITH EGAN DAVIS, 
VANIER PARK, VANCOUVER 

RHODO FESTIVAL - DEER LAKE PARK 
BURNABY, MAY 
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CURIOUS GEORGE 
 MANS THE ENTRANCE 

WAY AT THE  

WORKSHOP TENT 
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For the second year in a 
row, the Whistler Arts 
Council has invited the 
BCKA to do a sled kite 
workshop for guests in 
the village.  
 
Dianne OôBrien, Tony 
Tung, and Cathie Jung 
took on the task of 
building 500 sled kites in 
10 hours!  The Arts 
Council put us up at the 
Athletes Training Village.  
 
We had two wonderful 
volunteers and many 
happy kite flyers by the 
end of the May long 
weekend.  
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TONY TUNG FLYôS HIS SPORT 
KITE AND GIVES LESSONS TO 

EAGER TO LEARN FRIENDS 

SPRING FUN FLY ï  
VANIER PARK 
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SPRING FUN FLY  

VANIER PARK 
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MARIO COOKS UP A 
STORM AT THE 
WELCOME BBQ 

 

 

 

Page 7 

NEWSLETTER OF THE  
BRITISH COLUMBIA  

KITEFLIERS 
ASSOCIATION  

ISSUE #108 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.BCKA.BC.CA 

SPRING & SUMMER 2015 

2
ND

 ANNUAL VICTORIA INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL - 
CLOVER POINT MAY 29
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, 31
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KITE MAKING AT THE  
2

ND
 ANNUAL  

VICTORIA 
INTERNATIONAL  
KITE FESTIVAL 
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This kite I finished a few years ago but only flew it for the first time last summer. It is 

very stable and flies at a high angle.  

I looked at plans online for low aspect kites and then came up with this based on my 

research. It is made from White Texlon fabric which I painted with Setacolor fabric paint. 

The design is based on an obscure Celtic element. 

 

The dimensions are 12' x 3' with a 3/8" fiberglass tube spine and 7 1/8" fiberglass spars. 

It is flown bowed. Of course carbon could be used throughout. I have 

lots of fiberglass so that is what I used.   I hope you like it.  Dave 

Tuttle This kite I finished a few years ago but only flew it for the 

first time last summer. It is very stable and flies at a high angle.  

I looked at plans online for low aspect kites and then came up with 

this based on my research. It is made from White Texlon fabric 

which I painted with Setacolor fabric paint. The design is based on 

an obscure Celtic element. 

 

The dimensions are 12' x 3' with a 3/8" fiberglass tube spine and 7 

1/8" fiberglass spars. It is flown bowed. Of course carbon could be 

used throughout. I have lots of fiberglass so that is what I used.   I 

hope you like it.  Dave Tuttle 
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The Rev Skeleton ï By Nigel Spaxman 
 
About 6 years ago when I began flying Revs, I made a rev style kite using some of my own favorite kite making principles. I 
like kites that have curves instead of straight lines.  If the edges of a kite are curved they can be tighter.  Tighter edges often 
lead to less drag, less wasted power, more speed and more lift. Often stability is reduced as well.  Some kites need fluttery 
edges to provide drag for stability. To build kites with these tight concave edges I sew strings into all the edges, and use the 
strings to make the attachment points for the sails.  I have my own way of doing this very quickly and neatly. Strings in the 
edges of kites is not a new thing, I guess Cody kites were all made this way and the Cody kite was patented in 1901.  Strings 
in the edges of kites are way older than that I am sure, but it is a very important principle that should not be forgotten just 
because of new strong kite fabrics.  Most kite fabrics are rather weak on the bias and benefit from the strings in the edges just 
as paper and cotton kites do.  I installed some of the really thick heavy spars and made a bridle. I tried flying it but I didnôt 
really like it.  I didnôt have the experience with Revs to know how to fix the problems the kite had, so I put it away for a few 
years. 

 
This year I took the kite out of the bag and tried it again. The first thing I did was replace the frame.  When I first put the kite 
together I had used a very heavy stiff rev frame.  It didnôt work that well.  My sail is a bit smaller than a standard rev sail so it 
seemed likely it would fly better with a light frame.  I have quite a few of the single wrap rev sticks so I installed those and 
tried the kite again. I tried this combination at the Parksville Kite festival for the first time. The kite seemed to flex too much but 
it flew ok and I made some adjustments to my new bridals.   

 
I havenôt done much flying this summer but I planned on a weeklong holiday at the  
Long Beach kite festival as usual for me. I brought my kite, and the parts I would  
require to try a three wrap frame. I spent a morning fiddling with the bridals again  
and had the kite flying really well.  This kite seems to need a bit more frame stiffness  
than a single wrap frame provides even though the sail is a bit smaller than standard.  
Once I had the kite flying well I asked a guy on the rev field who was a good flier to try 
it out so I could stand underneath and observe the way the sail billowed and how the 
bridals worked.  It was great to see it fly close up. The guy who flew it really liked it and  
he was much more capable of putting the kite through its paces that I was.  A bit later  
Cal Yuen tried it.  He gave me his opinion about the feel of the kite in turns and what 
I could do to the bridals to correct that. Cal also gave the kite its name, 
ñThe Rev Skeletonò because it has a rev frame.  That is the only name it has so far.   
That morning the wind was moderate but it started picking up from a morning where  
people had their full sails ótil the afternoon where the full vent and finally the extra vents  
came out. For some reason I found my kite was easy to handle, even in the full vent  
winds. Once people took out their extra vents though, I put my kite away.   

 
It seems as though this kite likes to fly in a light wind with a pretty heavy frame even though the sail is probably 15% smaller 
than a standard rev.  I think this is because the sail is much more cupped than a standard rev.  The lines in the edges cause 
this cupping that simulates an airfoil, especially in the center section of the kite. Probably in the low wind it really helps not to 
have extra bits of sail that are just along for the ride. When the wind picks up the kite doesnôt pull as hard as a standard full 
sail rev for some reason, I guess partly because the sail is smaller. Somehow the kite has a wider wind range than a standard 
rev. The kite when it goes fast makes the swooshing sound the same as flex foils. Right now the kite is a bit less stable 
reversing than a standard rev, I donôt know if I can correct this, but I have some ideas.  The kite will hover more easily in the 
horizontal up position than a standard rev that needs a bit more wind for this maneuver. I think I am going to have a lot more 
fun with this kite. Again it shows that my favorite kite principles work. Revs are exciting kites to fly but the design has been so 
static for so many years it is nice to try something new.  I wonder what would happen if I put strings in the edges of a standard 
rev?  I think I know what would happen but I have already gone further than that. 
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PACIFIC RIM KITE FESTIVAL ï  
VANIER PARK, VANCOUVER  
JUNE 12TH & 13TH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesley Kerr (Photo credits - Dan Kurahashi) 

The 40th Anniversary Pacific Rim Kite festival held in Vanier 
Park this year was a huge success. I am very pleased to 
report the amount of positive feedback we had from those 
attending. This year extra efforts were made to advertise the 
event. Sari Becker used her networking skills and had some 
professional signage made to promote the festival and mark 
specific areas at the event. She also had Z95FM radio 
station attend with their mascot car. Several people reported 
hearing promos for the festival on the radio.  
 

Tasty Wraps and Mr. Cool Ice Cream tempted the crowd 
with tasty treats, and Sally from Kites & Puppets and Alex 
from Kite Land had some extra special kite products on 
hand for sale.  
 

This year our friends Paul Horner and Carol Marrett 
attended our festival from Quadra Island as our featured 
flyers. Their displays of colourful creations were a wonderful 
addition to the sky. We had several guests from the USA 
attend as well. And of course our local Revolution kite flyers 
put on some fantastic displays of their talents as well. Thank 
you to Nigel and Allyson and Cal Yuen for providing music 
and commentary.  
 

Our sled kite making workshop was a hit with many and the 
small white kites were seen dotting the sky, individualized by 
their makerôs colourful designs. Popular activities included 
the Teddy Bear and Candy drops, facilitated by Jeremy and 
Barb Perceval and John Vriend. Our mascot Mr. Kite, aka 
Taran Sukert, made several appearances throughout the 
weekend.  
 

Making the event extra special was the addition of two free 
activities, Twistin Sam, an extraordinary balloon sculpturist, 
as well as Ilea, a very talented face painter. Their combined 
talents certainly added to the colourful atmosphere of the 
weekend.  
 

Of course we cannot forget to thank Mother Nature for the 
spectacular sunny weather and warm breezes! And I would 
like to congratulate all those who helped make this event a 
huge success. Our combined efforts made the weekend a 
memorable one!  
 

Yours sincerely, Cathie Jung 
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Ileaôs Colourful Creations 

Dan Kurahashiô s Block 
Print Edo Workshop 

Twistin Sam Hamming it 
up on the Kite Field 
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ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GO! 
BOL RACING AT PAC RIM 
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BIG JOHNôS BIG KITE  

A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ART ROSS 

VOLUNTEERS  

IN TRAINING 

RAY BETHELL BANNERS MADE BY MARIO DI 
LUCCA 
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Kite Flying on the Prairies by Dave Tuttle 

Most of my kite flying these days revolves around our once a year festival called ñWindscapeô. It has turned out to be quite 

successful mostly because we have a genius level organizer in Shann Gowan, about 20 actual staff members and over 

200 volunteers. The success has very little to do with me. I am just a team member, one of the originators, but a team 

member none the less.  My original function was that of kite expert because no one else even flew kites let alone having 

been to a kite festival. So initially I provided the kite contacts and some knowledge of field layout and things like that. After 

10 years everyone else on the team knows what has to happen and more people have some knowledge and opinions that 

are relevant. Shann now has her own kite contacts and the guests are chosen by her and another staff member. 

My major function now is picking up flyers at the Regina airport, driving them back to Swift Current and then taking care of 

them all weekend. This means driving them to and from the field and taking them out for meals and then back to Regina. 

This is fun because I get to meet a lot of the guests and get to know them a bit. It does make for a long weekend because 

for example this year we picked up flyers on Thursday and took them back early Monday to the airport. I am on duty all 

weekend. 

I am also the staff person on the single line field during the festival, making sure everyone has anchors and whatever else 

they need, working in the kite hospital and flying the festival owned kites. The people I am driving around all weekend are 

the ones I am flying with as well. I also prepare all the workshop kites for the kite making tent. It is a great event but it only 

happens once a year. 

For the rest of the year kite flying is a bit sparse.  There are only a few ñseriousò kite flyers in town including me, actually 

two with one or two border line converts. We have been trying scheduled fun flies from April to October once a month for 

the last few years but they have not been too successful. The spring months are invariably too windy (30 or more kmph] 

and October can get to be too cold and too windy. The best time is late summer to early fall when the winds are about 10-

15 kmph and the temp is not too high and most of the bugs are gone.  I have had some really nice days with a nice steady 

breeze of 12-15. We use the festival site for flying the rest of the year and it has a great view 360 degrees. When flying 

conditions are right it is a beautiful experience. We were going to try a One Sky One World fly this year but the wind is 

supposed to be 30-40 kmph all weekend. Not much fun. 

  Although we sell hundreds of kites every year at the festival very few people ever fly them out side of the festival at other 

times of the year say, at advertised fun flyôs. I have often wondered the same in Vancouver, why after 25-30yrs of two or 

three kite stores in Vancouver there are not more kites in the air, especially at Pac Rim. I guess for most people kites are 

an impulse buy that loses its luster after the first day. éStory continued on the next page 
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SaskPower Windscape Kite Festival 2016 

June 25th and 26th - 10am to 5pm each day 
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Kite Flying on the Prairies Continuedé 

I should say that there are other kite flyers on the prairies that 

come to Windscape every year mostly from Alberta. We 

appreciate them showing up year after year because they provide 

a lot of the color in the sky. The Alberta crowd are Don and Alice 

Guick form Coaldale Alberta, Sharon Musto and Bud Taylor and 

crew from Airdrie Alberta (The Kite Guys), Bev Dockrill from 

Edmonton and Andre and Dorothy Chichak also from Edmonton.  

The Rose Family from Taber Alberta comes every year as does 

Tom White from Winnipeg. Winnipeg seems to have fewer flyers 

a lot of them having moved to Alberta and B.C for some reason. 

We sometimes see Aime and Olive Barsalou from Winnipeg and 

we always look forward to the times when they do come. So there 

is a ócommunityô of flyers out here but I only see them once a year 

because there are no other events. Pincher Creek had a good 

festival for a number of years but that one has passed away. 

Edmonton has a one day festival that is only 4 hours long and I 

have been told not to bother making the long drive for a four hour 

festival. I am hoping that soon there will be another festival or fun 

fly that I can attend in the prairies to remind myself why I fly kites. 

I suppose I could cross the border to attend festivals in the U.S 

but as a convicted felon that is out of the question. Actually I just 

donôt trust my vehicle to travel that far. The last two years we 

have had two BCKA ers out to visit Windscape, Wayne Pattison 

in 2014 and Cal Yuen in 2015 as well as Egan Davis in 2015 

back after a bit of a hiatus. We have also had Island Quad a few 

times as well as the B.C parts of I-Quad.  It was great to see them 

all and I hope to see other coastal flyers in the future. If you want 

to attend contact me and I can connect you with the right person.  

Depending on what you intend to fly we can usually supply a 

nightôs hotel room and some gas money, but that is first come first 

served and funds are limited. I miss the energy the club gives to 

kite flying, in the form of events and socializing although I was not 

that active the last time I lived in Vancouver. I also miss the 

gentle steady sea breeze. I hope you all realize you have a great 

place to fly on the coast either Vancouver or Victoria and the 

Island in general. I am going to try and make some kite flyôs in 

B.C this year, such as Parksville and Victoria. I hope to see you 

all there.   

All the best!  Happy Flying  

Dave Tuttle, Swift Current, Saskatchewan 
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This kite I finished a few years ago but only flew it 

for the first time last summer. It is very stable and 

flies at a high angle.  

I looked at plans online for low aspect kites and 

then came up with this based on my research. It is 

made from White Texlon fabric which I painted 

with Setacolor fabric paint. The design is based 

on an obscure Celtic element. 

The dimensions are 12' x 3' with a 3/8" fiberglass 

tube spine and 7 1/8" fiberglass spars. It is flown 

bowed. Of course carbon could be used 

throughout. I have lots of fiberglass so that is what 

I used.   I hope you like it.  Dave Tuttle 



 

  

PARKSVILLE KITE FESTIVAL ï JULY 18
TH

 AND 19
TH

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesley Kerr (Photo credits - Dan Kurahashi) 
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The Parksville kite festival is family friendly 
and includes many community partners.  
The event takes place beside the water,  

making it an ideal place to fly kites.  
The event was capped off with a delicious 

BBQ supper hosted by 
 Wayne and Jennifer Pattison. 
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Save-On-Foods hands 
out free watermelon 

HIGHLIGHTS  
OF THE  

PARKSVILLE 
 KITE FESTIVAL 
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Washington State International Kite Festival 2015  
Story by Jeremy & Barb Perceval 
 

This 35th annual festival was blessed with warm and sunny weather and no rain to spoil the fun. We 
arrived early in the week and purchased our pins, hats and shirts which support this great event.  The 
official poster for 2015 highlighted young children flying different types of single line kites on the beach 
with the lighthouse in the background.  Over the course of 7 days the festival included trains and arches, 
camera workshop, camp competitions, Rokkaku battles, patriotic day, foster grandparent fun fly, 
handcrafted competition, a cellular mega fly, mass ascensions, mystery ballet, seniors ballet, sport kite 
competitions, teddy bear drop, Cody fly, pin challenge, beer garden, the indoor fly, hot tricks, the parade 
of colors, the merchants of the boardwalk and the memorial fly.   
  
We competed in the handcrafted competition and won 2nd (China Lady banner from Warm Beach 
classes) and 3rd prize (Bird on a Wire kite ïdesigned by John Freeman).  Jeremy flew in all the mass 
ascensions which gave me a full set of pins for this year.  He also flew in the seniorsô ballet competition 
and helped out with the Teddy Bear drop.  He also participated in the 11th annual Foster Grandparent 
Fun Fly ï giving away handmade Delta kites, made mostly by James Babst.  We parked ourselves and 
banners along with the Babst display along the edge of the main field. James Babst was awarded the 
Super Senior award for all his hard work in making kidôs kites for many events sponsored by WKA.  
Jeremy and I marched with our banners in the Parade of Colours on the Saturday, and again awarded 
pins for the event.  I also competed in the pin challenge and gained some more new pins. 
 
To top up our festival week, we attended the dinner and auction supporting the Kite Museum.  We won a 
few small items in the bag raffle but no big prizes this year.  All and all we had a great time ï wishing 
more of our Canadian kite flyers could make it to Long Beach, WA and enjoy this well organized and fun 
event. 
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